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ABSTRACT

Zeira Milarti (24010005) wrote a thesis titled “Exegesis of Genesis 25:19-34 on
the Birthright and Its Implications for Christian Theological Ethics,” supervised by Dr.
Joni Tapingku, M.Th., and James A. Lola, M.Th. The study is motivated by the question
of how the birthright ("53), as a social, legal, and spiritual institution in Israelite
tradition, could be so readily exchanged between Esau and Jacob. The research problem is
how an exegetical study of the text explains this meaning and its cthical-theological
implications. The study aims to provide such an excgesis and explain those implications.
A qualitative, grammatical-lexical method was applied, involving the Hebrew text,
comparison of seven Bible translations, keyword analysis, an integrated interpretation,
and a cross-cultural comparison of ancient views on the firstborn’s status. The findings
show that the core issue, centered on 3753 (bekorah) birthright, 20y (makhar) selling, and
M3 (wayyivez) looking down on (vv. 31-34), lies not in legal validity but in Esau's
disregard for his birthright and Jacob’s exploitation of his weakness. Israel’s view
remained distinctive in binding the birthright to divine law, priestly duty, and corporate-
theological meaning. These findings yield four implications: moral responsibility, honesty
and justice, divine sovereignty alongside human freedom, and the priority of eternal
values over momentary gratification.
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