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Abstract

Irmaya Langi’ Meittodo’. This study exarmines Christian family leadership
from the perspective of the ecclesia domestica household church as an effort to
revitalize siri’ values in addressing cases of early marrigge with in the Saluledo
congregation. The research employs a qualitative descriptive approach, utilizing

in-depth interviews and observation.

The findings indicate that the Saluledo community understands siri’ as a
moral regulator that encourages individuals to avoid improper and shameful
conduct. Ideally, siri’ serves as a4 moral safeguard, steering children away from
wrongful actions. However, in social practice, a dysfunction of this value occurs.
Siri’ is often disregarded during the prevention stage and is only invoked after a
moral transgression such as premarital pregnancy has occurred, or when a child
becomes the subject of gossip, creating a potential stigma. In this context, early
marriage emerges as a cultural shortcut to conceal family shame in the name of
siri’. A functional shift thus occurs: siri’ transforms from an instrument for
preventing reprehensible behavior into a mechanism for managing the aftermath
qf a tmnsgression, or merely a reaction to the threat of disgrace used to cover up

family shame.

The study also revenls that family leadership remains weak regarding the
spiritual nurturing of children. A lack of spiritual education such as family
prayer, worship, spiritual discussions, and parental spiritual modeling —hinders
the optimal internalization of siri’ values. Therefore, the ecclesia domestica
coricept is proposed as a theological-contextual strategy to raise congregants’
awareness of their responsibilities as spiritual leaders within the family. When the
family functions as a household church, the spiritual nurturing of children begins
early, grounded in the fear of God. Consequently, siri’ can be restored to its

original role as a moral regulator rather than merely a tool for concealing shame.
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