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ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze tolerance within the religiously diverse community of
Se’pon Makale through the lens of Voltaire’s concept of tolerance. It employs a descriptive
qualitative approach, gathering data via observation, interviews, and documentation.
Informants were selected using purposive sampling and included religious leaders, local
government officials, and members of the general public in Se’pon Makale. Data analysis
involved data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing, with validity verified
through triangulation of sources, methods, and theories. The research reveals that the
Se’pon Makale community demonstrates tolerance by respecting religious freedom,
rejecting fanaticism, and maintaining institutional neutrality in serving all residents.
Furthermore, tolerance is reinforced as people utilize reason to resolve differences through
deliberation and engage in cooperation within social and economic life. Torajan cultural
practices—such as “gotong royong” (mutual cooperation), Rambu Solo (funeral rites),
and Rambu Tuka (celebratory rites), also help strengthen harmonious interfaith relations.
These findings indicate that the community’s approach to embracing differences aligns
with Voltaire’s views on tolerance, which prioritize respect for freedom, the use of reason,
and peaceful coexistence.
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Voltaire.



