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ABSTRACT

The ma’tanda allo tradition at Pa’bugiran Toraja Church Congregation is still
practiced to determine auspicious and inauspicious days before activities, creating tension
between cultural heritage and Christian faith in God's sovereignty. This condition is
important to examine because helief in cerfain days may affect social life, decision-
making, and weaken trust in God’s providence. This study aims to analyze the ma’tanda
allo tradition in the theology of divine providence according to John Calvin. The study
employed a qualitative method with an ethnographic approach through observation,
interviews, documentation, and literature study. Data were analyzed through collection,
reduction, presentation, and conclusion drawing. The findings show that the tradition is
maintained as ancestral heritage, cultural identity, a guide for decision-making, and
psychological reassurance. Theological analysis shows that all time and events are under

God'’s providence and sovereignty. Therefore, ma'tanda allo may be respected as culture
but should not be the basis for life decisions.
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