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MOTTO
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze the role of Sunday School teachers in the faith growth
of children in the Tinapu Congregation, viewed through the lens of Jean Piaget's
cognitive perspective. The study was prompted by the practice of combining classes with
mixed age ranges, which caused children difficulty in comprehending the material
because the teaching process did not align with their specific needs and developmental
stages. A descriptive qualitative method was employed, utilizing data collection
techniques such as interviews, observations, and documentation involving Sunday
School teachers and children from the Tinapu Congregation. The findings indicate that
Sunday School teachers play a crucial role in fostering children’s faith growth across six
key areas: preparing learning materials, employing teaching methods, using instructional
media, nurturing children’s spirituality, serving as role models, and shepherding
children in their faith development. However, the teaching methods currently applied
remain generalized and have not been fully tailored to the cognitive developmental stages
outlined in Jean Piaget’s theorynamely the sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete
operational, and formal operational stages. Consequently, it is concluded that while the
teachers in the Tinapu Congregation are fulfilling their roles, their effectiveness is
suboptimal due to the lack of alignment with children’s cognitive developmental stages.
Therefore, it is necessary to implement age-based class groupings and enhance teachers’
understanding of cognitive development theory to ensure the learning process is more
effective and optimally supports the children’s faith growth.
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