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ABSTRACT

Yuni Tangke Datu (2020229132) wrote a thesis titled “A Theological-Ethical Study of
Gambling via Lottery Practices and Its Implications for IAKN Toraja Students.” This
research was motivated by the prevalence of prize-draw practices on social media
platforms such as TikTok and Facebook. This phenomenon involves not only the general
public but also students from the State Christian Institute (IAKN) Toraja, raising
questions regarding its compatibility with Christian ethical values and its implications
for the students’ integrity and spirituality. The study employs a qualitative method with
a phenomenological approach. Data were collected through observation, interviews, and
literature reviews, involving informants comprising students who participate in such
gambling practices, those who do not, and IAKN Toraja lecturers. The research findings
indicate that prize-draw practices requiring participants to pay a sum of money for a
chance to win a prize meet the elements of gambling: a wager, a prize, and an element of
chance. From a theological-ethical perspective, such practices conflict with Christian
ethical values as they foster a reliance on luck, cultivate a love of money and greed, and
disregard principles of hard work, responsibility, and trust in God. The study also reveals
that student involvement in these practices negatively impacts their integrity and
spirituality, evidenced by a disconnect between their understanding of faith and their
actions, as well as a diminished reliance on God.
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