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ABSTRACT

Iis Dahlia, NIRM 20202228909, Thesis Title: “An Analysis of the Intermediate
State as a Critique of Beliefs Regarding the Spirits of the Dead in the Toraja Mamasa
Church (GTM), Kirak Congregation.” Understanding the human state after death is a
crucial component of Christian eschatological doctrine. However, among some members
of the Toraja Mamasa Church (GTM) Kirak Congregation, beliefs regarding the spirits of
the dead persist; these are evident in practices such as grave visitation and various
convictions concerning the influence of spirits on the lives of the living. This study aims
to analyze the concept of the intermediate state as a critique of these beliefs within the
GTM Kirak Congregation. A descriptive qualitative research method was employed,
utilizing data collection techniques such as observation, interviews, and documentation.
The findings indicate that some congregation members still believe the spirits of the
deceased can receive offerings during grave visits, demand the fulfillment of promises or
vows, cause illness, and convey messages to the living. The analysis reveals that,
according to the concept of the intermediate state, the deceased are under God's care while
awaiting the resurrection at the end of time and no longer possess any connection to or
power over the lives of the living. Consequently, the beliefs regarding the spirits of the
dead found among some members are inconsistent with the understanding of the
intermediate state and biblical teachings. The study also demonstrates that these beliefs
remain influenced by Aluk Todolo traditions, which persist in the lives of some
congregation members to this day.

Keywords: Intermediate State, Toraja Mamasa Church, Kirak Congregation, Spirits of
the Dead



